
Barrett Sonntag
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barrett@sosuke.com ⋄ barrettsonntag.com ⋄ github.com/barretts ⋄ linkedin.com/in/barrettsonntag

Objective

I excel in web and mobile development, transforming possibilities into reality through self-taught expertise and team
leadership. Collaborating with executives, clients, and project managers, I architect end-to-end software solutions
that exceed expectations, ensuring optimal user experiences. This is my passion. We’ll make great things together!

Skills

Front-end JavaScript, TypeScript, React, Node.js, Storybook, react-router, styled-components, react-query,
redux, react-hook-forms, webpack, esbuild, tsc, eslint, pretty print, npm, Web Components, git
MUI, Jest, Mocha, TestCafe, GraphQL, Code Reviews, Unit testing, End-to-end E2E testing

Cloud AWS, S3, EC2, Lambda, EC2 Image Builder, API Gateway, Terraform, Docker, Azure
Back-end C#, Python, API, RESTful, Ruby, Rails, MySQL, PostgreSQL, SQL Server, DynamoDB, SQLite

Experience

Sabbatical for Family Care & Personal Development August 2024 - February 2025
Personal & Professional Recalibration Austin, TX

• Provided hands-on support for my spouse’s post-surgery recovery, managing schedules, problem-solving daily
challenges, and ensuring a smooth transition back to full mobility.

• Worked as a team on multiple home improvement projects, including designing and constructing a custom
office space with floor-to-ceiling bookshelves, building a functional ergonomic workspace, and cultivating an
avocado-tomato-bell pepper garden; applying planning, execution, and creative problem-solving skills.

• Took an intentional break after a decade-long tenure to refocus, upskill, and re-enter the job market with renewed
energy and fresh perspectives.

Staff Software Engineer - Front End June 2014 - July 2024
Dovetail Software Austin, TX

1 UI Development and Component Libraries:

• Developed and maintained a comprehensive library of custom UI components using TypeScript and Google’s
Material-UI framework. The library included advanced features such as form handling with ‘react-hook-form‘,
validation schemas with Yup, and integration with Axios for API calls. Components were designed to be
extensible and reusable across different parts of the application.

• Created a color picker web component in TypeScript, featuring a responsive design, contrast-based color selection,
and real-time updates. The component included functionalities such as generating random contrast colors,
validating hex color inputs, and integrating a popover for easy color selection using the ‘react-color‘ library.
This standalone component improved user experience by allowing quick and intuitive color picking.

• Implemented an extensible theme creation system in Marionette and Backbone, allowing for dynamic customiza-
tion of UI elements through a set of theme variables. This system enabled the creation of multiple themes with
minimal code changes, enhancing the flexibility and visual appeal of the application.

2 Testing and Quality Assurance:

• Ensured robust unit testing with Jest, guaranteeing that each component functions correctly in isolation before
integration into larger systems.

• Implemented StorybookJS to allow the exploration, testing, and discovery of UI components in real-time without
requiring a full app environment.
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• Conducted comprehensive integration tests using TestCafe to verify seamless interaction between components
within the application’s full-stack environment.

3 Development Process Optimization:

• Streamlined development processes with React and hooks, improving team productivity while maintaining scal-
ability and clean code architecture.

• Led issue resolution efforts and mentored junior developers; facilitated new employee onboarding process.

• Managed CI/CD pipelines using TeamCity, reducing build times by 50% through improvements to the build
process including implementation of AWS EC2 Image Builder.

4 Infrastructure and Deployment:

• Implemented cloud infrastructure solutions using Terraform to automate deployment processes and enhance
scalability.

• Configured and maintained build systems with Webpack, integrating plugins like Pretty-Print and ESLint to
enforce coding conventions and enhance debugging capabilities during development.

5 Code Transition and Migration:

• Orchestrated a code transition from Backbone/Marionette to React and TypeScript over time while maintaining
the single codebase, with both frameworks living alongside each other initially. First Marionette hosted React
components, then the router was transitioned to React Router, making Marionette secondary until it was fully
deprecated

Senior Software Developer - Front End Feb 2014 - May 2014
DecisionGrid, Inc Austin, TX

• Short employment time caused by company closure at end of May.

• Migrated a Ruby on Rails app to an EmberJS single-page application.

• Led and mentored other team members on JavaScript and EmberJS best practices.

• Implemented Facebook integration and querying into Ember Data.

Senior Software Developer - Front End, Mobile March 2013 - Feb 2014
Promethean Seattle, WA

• Led mobile application development for a cross-platform JavaScript solution using AngularJS, KendoUI, and
LESS.

• Developed the C# Windows Store app while updating and maintaining native iOS Objective-C and Android
Java apps.

• Established modern web development workflows with unit testing (Mocha, Grunt, PhantomJS) across platforms,
ensuring consistent quality and performance.

Senior Flash Developer & Interactive Media Developer Feb 2007 - March 2013
XO Group (The Knot) Austin, TX

• Advocated for mobile app development amidst emerging trends and orchestrated the completion of The Knot’s
Android Wedding Dress Lookbook app. This initiative catalyzed a title change to Interactive Media Developer
and collaboration with newly recruited developers on an iOS version in Objective-C.

• Successfully led a team and architected the transition of wedOrama into WeddingTracker brand, rebuilding
templates in Flex for enhanced maintenance and future development efficiency. Spearheaded redesign of The
Knot’s website architecture with an emphasis on secure advertising integration, showcasing problem-solving
acumen by identifying and resolving a Flash malware issue within an advertisement. Demonstrated technical
leadership by pushing browser compatibility boundaries and managing key advertising campaigns with cross-
platform support.



• Spearheaded redesign of The Knot’s website architecture with an emphasis on secure advertising integration,
showcasing problem-solving acumen by identifying and resolving a Flash malware issue within an advertisement.
Demonstrated technical leadership by pushing browser compatibility boundaries and managing key advertising
campaigns with cross-platform support. Initiated my front-end development role as the sole Flash developer for
wedOrama, an innovative all-Flash CMS wedding website publisher.

• Collaborated with internal incubator teams to craft The Knot’s search functionality into an app-like experience
using JavaScript, achieving seamless touch interactions through custom handwritten code.

Bonus

I went through extra effort to make this resume targeted and dense. If you would like to see my entire 20 year
history visit my LinkedIn or download my extended edition resume.

Certifications

Microsoft Certified Solutions Developer: Windows Store Apps Using C# Nov 2013 - Nov 2015
Credential ID E492-5846

Microsoft Specialist: Programming in C# Specialist Aug 2013
Credential ID E359-0505

Education

Austin Community College – Austin, TX 2011
Studied Computer Science

Stephen F. Austin High School – Austin, TX 2002
High School Diploma

Links

• Portfolio (https://barrettsonntag.com)

• Personal Blog (https://sosuke.com)

• GitHub (https://github.com/barretts)

• LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/in/barrettsonntag)

• CodePen (https://codepen.io/sosuke) (to my own surprise and joy one CodePen has nearly 2 million views!)

Once upon a time, in the bustling heart of Silicon Valley, there was a startup named **Frontend Frontier**. This innovative company specialized in creating cutting-edge web applications using the latest web technologies. Their mission was to solve complex problems through scalable solutions and deliver exceptional user experiences.

The team at Frontend Frontier was known for their collaborative spirit and cross-functional expertise. They worked
closely with stakeholders, including product managers, engineers, designers, and marketers, to ensure that every
aspect of their projects aligned with the company’s vision and customer needs.

One day, a significant challenge arose when they were tasked with developing a new **SaaS** product aimed at
revolutionizing how businesses manage their frontend operations. The project required seamless integration with
various backend systems and compliance with stringent data regulations. To tackle this problem, the team decided to
leverage **machine learning (ML)** for predictive analytics and **Kubernetes** for container orchestration.

The engineering lead, Barrett, an expert in both **Angular** and **React.js**, spearheaded the technical implemen-
tation. He emphasized the importance of clean code and continuous integration/continuous deployment (**CI/CD**)
practices to ensure rapid iterations and high-quality releases. The team used **GitLab** as their version control
system, allowing them to collaborate efficiently across different time zones.

Meanwhile, the product manager, Jamie, focused on understanding user requirements through interviews and feedback
sessions. They ensured that the design was user-centered and met all accessibility standards, adhering to **WCAG**
guidelines for web accessibility. The design team, led by Sam, used **Figma** to create wireframes and prototypes,
which were then tested with users to validate their usability.

The marketing team, under the guidance of Morgan, developed a comprehensive digital marketing strategy that
included content marketing, search engine optimization (**SEO**), and A/B testing to drive user acquisition. They
also explored innovative approaches like **Web3** and blockchain technology to enhance security and transparency
in transactions.

As the project progressed, the team encountered several issues related to cross-browser compatibility and responsive
design. However, their commitment to continuous learning and problem-solving enabled them to overcome these
challenges efficiently. The developers implemented state management solutions using libraries like **Redux** for
React.js and ensured that the application was scalable to handle increasing user loads.

The final product was a robust, innovative SaaS solution that not only met but exceeded customer expectations.
It featured advanced analytics powered by **Google Cloud Platform (GCP)**, real-time data visualization, and
seamless integration with existing systems. The team’s dedication to collaboration, strategic thinking, and attention
to detail paid off, resulting in a successful product launch.

Frontend Frontier’s journey was a testament to the power of teamwork, innovation, and a relentless focus on delivering
value to users. Their story became an inspiration for many startups looking to navigate the fast-paced world of
software development and make a lasting impact in their industries.
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